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smelting and refining plants, and brick, and
steel works, railroad shops and other fac-
tories. One of the largest terra cotta plants
in the world is here. The municipality has
a Carnegie Library, city hall park, a Federal
building, a Y. M. C. A., a hospital and four
banks. Population, 1920, 41,707; in 1930,
43,516, a gain of 4.3 per cent.
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|ERU, a republic in the
northwestern part of
South America, having a
coast line on the Pacific
Ocean of about 1,000
miles. It is bounded on
the north by Ecuador and
Colombia; on the east by
Brazil and Bolivia; on the
south by Bolivia and
Chile, and on the west by
the Pacific Ocean. Its
length from north to
south is about 1,100
miles, its greatest breath,
700 miles. The boundary
between Peru and Colom-
bia is in dispute, and the
exact area is uncertain, but it is about 790,-
000 square miles, or a little over one-fifth
that of the United States.
The People. More than one-half the in-
habitants are Indians. About one-fourth are.
mestizos, or people of mixed Spanish and
Indian or Spanish and negro blood, and one-
fourth are whites who are nearly all Span-
iards. There are a few negroes and a few
Chinese. The white inhabitants represent the
culture of Spain, and the Spanish language
is spoken with a purity equalled in no other
country in America. The Indians, who are
descendants of the original Quichuas, are in-
dustrious farm laborers or shepherds. The
mestizos are engaged in mining, transpor-
tation and trading in cattle. Nearly all the
inhabitants are communicants of the Roman
Catholic Church.
Surface and Drainage. Two ranges of the
Andes Mountains traverse the country from
northwest to southeast, and divide it into
three physical regions. The first is the coast
region, with an average breadth of 20 miles,
which is mostly a desert. The second is the
interior plateau and mountain region, gen*
eraUy known as the Sierra, consisting of a
broad plateau, upon which the ranges and
gjMjrs of mountains rest. These are inter-
»j*ei$ecl by high valleys and deep ravines.
 The loftiest summits are in the south, and
many of them rise above the snow line, sev-
eral attaining an elevation of 20,000 feet or
more. While much of this region is cold
and barren, in the main it is the home of
the greater part of the population of the
country. To the east of the mountains is
the third region, known as the Montana, a
tropical region, well watered and densely
wooded. This slopes from the foothills of the
Andes to the low plains of Brazil and is by
far the most fertile portion of the country.
The rivers of the coast region are short,
rapid, unimportant and unsuited to navi-
gation, but their water is used in irrigating
the land adjoining their banks, and each
river valley is clothed with abundant vege-
tation. The other streams rising in the val-
leys between the Andes or on the eastern
slope take a northward direction and unite
directly with the Amazon or with some of
its tributaries. In the northern part of the
country are the head waters of the Amazon,
which is known as the Marailon until it is
joined by the Ueayali, the great river of east-
ern Peru. Lake Titicaca, in the extreme
southeast, lies partly in Peru and partly in
Bolivia.
Climate. Along the coast the climate is
hot, dry and somewhat unhealthf ul, but in the
uplands of the interior it is mild and salub-
rious, the temperature at Lima in summer
ranging from 80° to 84° and in winter from
60° to 64°, while on the eastern slope the
temperature ranges from temperate to trop-
ical, and the rainfall is heavy. The highest
altitudes have a cold climate. The peculiar-
ity of the rainfall is due to the fact that
Peru lies in the path of the trade winds,
which bring an abundance of moisture from
the Atlantic. The eastern slope of the
mountains robs the winds of most of this
moisture, however, some reaches the inter-
vening valleys, while the western slope has
scarcely any, the annual precipitation there
being less than five inches.
Minerals and Mining. Minerals consti-
tute the chief source of Peru's wealth; and
the value of the mineral output is about $25,-
000,000 a year. Copper is the most valuable,
followed by silver, crude petroleum, coal,
gold and lead, Cerro de Pasco is the most
important mining1 region. Copper is found
along the coast, and there are large deposits
of lead, bismuth, tin and silver. Coal is
found in the central part of th<a country, and

